Dikduk / Hebrew Grammar Rick Wills, Wellsprings of Torah

There are 22 letters in the Alef beith ... NWHIPELDHILORHLDHDALIREHLEBAR
Five of these have special forms for ending words ... %DDDM[BDHHDJDHHDDQDHHT&
Seven have two soundings ... AU [y Do b [o M M (H R Ih (b

One has four soundings ... S[h(h (the Y has two sounds)

Five sounds are originated in the throat ... Iy MhIh [k (Gutteral)
Four originate in the mouth cavity ... PDH)DHDB (Palatal)

Five with the tongue ... DI I M (Lingual)

Four with the teeth ... N[IW[Ib[H (Dental)

Four with the lips ... o[Ib[HIh (Labial)

The symbols that signify vowels are called Niqudoth, their sounds are T nuoth.
The strong T'nuoth are Qamatz, Tzere, Shureq (3) and Cholam (J).

The weak T’nuoth are Patakh, Segol, Khirig, and Qubutz.
Weaker are Pathakh Chataf, Segol Chataf and Qamatz Chataf.
The weakest of all is the Shi'wa.

The Shi'wa has two characteristics ... slightly audible (Nau) and silent (Nach).
It is Nau if it begins a syllable, meaning there is a faint i’ or e’ sound for it.

A Shi'wa is inferred when an isolated letter ends a syllable it is Nach ... resting.
If there are two Shi'waim in succession, the first is Nach and the second is Nau.
If Shi'waim are in succession on the last two letters of a word, both are Nach.

It is Nau (vocal) if it follows a Strong T'nuah (Vowel) or a gutteral letter.

It is also Nau if it is coupled with a letter that has a Dagesh.

And it is Nau if it is coupled with the first of two identical letters.

It is Nach if it follows a weak vowel (T'nuah Qetana).

Nach if it ends any syllable, or if it follows an accented vowel (T'nuah Gegolah).

Following a Shi'wa Nach (silent), a nlo[b[bh (letter) would get a weak Dagesh.
N9I7)2 can be remembered by pronouncing and memorizing it as “bi gad ke fath”.

The strong letters are NINIVIN, and the weak are >lhX, and ) when it starts a syllable.

A strong letter will weaken a preceding vowel, and it will carry a strong vowel.
A weak letter as a suffix will weaken a prefix letter of the next word.

A vowel (vocalization) is a T'nuah (NY1). A consonant is an Itz'ur (7I8Y).

A syllable is the combination of the two, and it is called an Ha'vorah (1720).

A simple (NVIVY9/P’shutoh) Ha'vorah has only one manifesting Itz'ur ... Nb[hbD’)Q[NZ}
A complex (N2279/Mur’keveth) Ha'vorah has two or more Itz'urim ... “\ﬂfT:-_)DDiDDJZ;{Dﬂ
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